
In June of 1925 Mr Fritz was the Hon Secretary of the 
Kenilworth Town Hall in an advertisement for the Plain and 
Fancy Dress Ball to be held in Friday July 3, 1925.   

In July of the same year it was noted in ‘Kenilworth News’ 
that Mr Fritz intended opening a butcher shop.  The same 
article referred to the yards for the abattoir having been 
completed.

At the Official Opening of the Kenilworth Provisional 
School in 1926, Mr H.F. Walker, M.L.A. paid tribute to the 
fine community spirit exhibited by Mr H. Fritz Jnr and Mr C. 
Cole in donating the three acres of land for the school site. 
(Nambour Chronicle, 15 October, 1926, page 7).

In 1928 disaster struck – the Nambour Chronicle reported 
(August 17, page 9) that Mr. H. Fritz had his butcher shop 
and refreshment rooms completely destroyed by fire.  

No reports can be found of the re-opening of the business.

Just when Henry Fritz Jnr sold his business and moved from 
Kenilworth is unknown but the Nambour Chronicle and North 
Coast Advertiser published on 23 February, 1934 reported in 
the ‘Kenilworth News’ on page 6 that Mr G.H. Rackemann, 
local butcher, has installed an up-to-date freezing plant and 
has had the shop renovated.

There are some gaps in information 
held on Kenilworth’s first butcher.  

If anyone knows or can help with 
some of these missing details – 
please send your information to the  
Kenilworth Historical Assn
PO Box 166, Kenilworth, Q 4574 

or via email to –
kenilworthmuseum@gmail.com

Lenore Meldrum
President, Kenilworth & District 
Historical Assn Inc. 

KENILWORTH________________________
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WHO WAS HENRY FRITZ – 
KENILWORTH’S FIRST BUTCHER?

Information on the third businessman to open his doors 
to the public in Kenilworth is somewhat scarce.  So far 

research has provided the following information:-
The first butcher in Kenilworth, Henry Fritz Jnr, was the third 
of four sons of Mr and Mrs Henry Fritz Snr who were early 
residents of the Yahoo Creek settlement (now Gheerulla).  
Henry Fritz Junior purchased Lots 3 and 16 at the auction of 
the Kenilworth township land in September 1921.  (Nambour 
Chronicle and North Coast Advertiser, 7 September, 1921).
In the Nambour Chronicle of 22 February, 1924 (page 2), 
H. Fritz Jnr is the signature to the advertisement calling for 
tenders for the erection of a hall at Kenilworth.  
In March of 1925 (Nambour Chronicle, 6.3.1925 page 2)  Mr 
Fritz sold his bullock team; a wagon, some cattle and horses, 
were auctioned by Wilkinson and Murtagh of Nambour.   
It was reported in the following week’s newspaper that 
the working bullocks brought £16-£25 per couple, the 
wagon brought £52/10/- and the yokes and gear were sold 
separately.  Possibly sold to help finance his next venture?
It appears that Henry Fritz Jnr continued the example set by 
his parents in becoming involved in his community.  

Visitors were alerted to the Kenilworth 
Museum’s presence by a banner painted 

by local artist Veronika Spicer on the corner 
of Philip Street. 
The Museum was supported by the businesses 
of Kenilworth during the “What is Missing?” 
promotion for the Heritage Discovery 
Weekend by the wearing of special aprons 
asking the question “What is Missing?”.  
The promotion was very successful with 60+ 
visitors visiting the Museum on 1 May 2016.
Thankyou to all the businesses who wore the 
apron your support is greatly appreciated. 

KENILWORTH MUSEUM CELEBRATES HERITAGE DISCOVERY WEEKEND


